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I was struck in church one Sunday morning, when the priest’s 

message, centred around the “fifth commandments” “thou shall not 

kill”. He so much emphasised that taking one’s life is a grievous sin 

before the Most High God. This powerful message, made me to 

reflect on today’s World and terrorism. 

Cognisant of the happenings in our world of today, terrorism 

has become a household name, and a simple present tense in Global 

Affairs. If one were to travel across the world now, the middle East 

perhaps would not be a place of preference, as it is not an “altar of 

peace”, but a “theatre of war”. Middle Eastern countries such as 

Iraq, Iran, and Pakistan, are hotspot for terrorist organisations. Syria, 

Palestine and even the country Israel, believed to be the host of the 

city where Jesus Christ was born, are not exempt from terrorist 

activities. These inhumane activities in this part of the world, are 

championed by callous groups such as ISIS, AL-QAEDA, and the YPJ. 

They have resorted to killing innocent citizens, and forcing some to 

flee, just to conquer special territories in these countries. 

 Even in the continent of legends such as Nelson Mandela, 

Leopold Sedgar Sengor and Kwame Nkrumah, traces of terrorism are 

quite visible. The insurgent groups Al-shabab, with the stronghold in 

Somalia, Boko Haram, tormentor of countries around the Lake Chad 

Basin, and the Armed Islamic Group of Algeria have posed a threat to 

continent’s peace. 

 Some of these Groups have as modus operandi, the intention 

to spur conflict among people of same country. Africa’s one-time UN 



Secretary General Kofi Atta Annan once said “A genocide begins with 

the killing of one man”. 

 If one is honest, then I guess it is the wish of everyone to see an 

end to this age of terrorism. It’s high time these terrorist group 

members put down their arms, and moralised themselves in society. 

 I know it’s not an easy task to completely dissociate from such 

fraternities, but if we want a decent future for our children, then the 

time to change is now. 

 Remember……. “THOU SHALL NOT KILL!” 

THE END 
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